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Nowadays, Human beings are living in an era in which human rights have 
acquired universal regards. But conceptions of right to life and right to subsistence 
have been used confusedly in academic researches and social life. Now, it is necessary 
to differentiate them clearly and definitely. And when using these two concepts, we 
should specially pay attention to their different relations to state powers: the right to 
life requires the state to remain as much as possible inactive towards it; while right to 
subsistence goes against the people’s understanding of conception of traditional 
fundamental right and definition of the state’s role, it expects that the state plays a 
positive role to make the right realized. 
First, As a right close to the right to life by concept, to establish why the right to 
subsistence has the ability of driving widespread approbation is really a complicated 
topic. The paper analyzes the right to life has faced embarrassment. It needs the right 
to subsistence by all means to be carried on complement. Then the paper argues the 
right to subsistence has existed in constitutions of all countries and the international 
human right documents. The right to subsistence has its place on history. As a result 
from the analytical angle of the history the paper verified the existence of the right to 
subsistence. 
Second, the Chapter Two establishes the relationship between the right to life and 
the right to subsistence from the analytical angles of the logical and theoretical. When 
we consider people’s life as a whole, being free from the violence from the 
government is a very small part in the whole individual life, but making efforts to live 
well occupies main time of the citizens. As a result, this paper achieves the 
conclusions that the right to life is a right being free from the violence from the 
government, then the right to subsistence is a right from want. Then the paper 
analyzes the right to subsistence is a concrete right and the similarities and differences 
between theses two rights. Therefore, the right to subsistence is more and more 
accepted in both theory and practice in order to promote the evolution and perfection 
of human existence, episteme and dignity. Third, if people neglect the concern which 














For the sake of realization ideal of the right to subsistence, each organizations of 
government should take its correspondent obligation according to its working talent. 
Therefore, analyzing whose obligation of each organizations of government is the 
main task of the Chapter Three: the lawmaking obligation of the legislative branch, 
the administration obligation of the administrative branch, the implement obligation 
of the judiciary branch. 
Therefore, this study attempts to establish the basic structure of the right to 
subsistence .Through analyzing the difference between right to life and the right to 
subsistence in order to understand the nature of them, the paper puts forward that the 
right to subsistence is a right from want. Then, the paper analyzes the right to 
subsistence from historical logical and theoretical aspects. At last, the paper 
establishes the way how to realize the right to subsistence. 
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